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“Trolls – Getting children to understand figurative language” 

The documents attached are not detailed lesson plans. These are a collection of ideas to inspire lessons or workshops. Poetry can be used to promote writing, to create discussions and thought or simply to entertain. The attached documents give some ideas for poetry workshops and Literacy lessons. If you find another use for this document or would like to feedback your experience of using it in the class room please contact www.poetrytosucceed.co.uk. We are always looking to add to our lists of ideas and improve our service.
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“Trolls” 

Poetry - KS2
	
	Warm-Up/Stimulus


	SESSION 1

Introduction and Main Teaching
	Plenary

	
	 Starter

To create extended metaphors 
My teacher is like a dragon. 

Turn this into a metaphor by removing the word like. Now think about what dragons do and just extend the sentence further, e.g. 

My teacher is a dragon swooping around the room, hovering over his students, diving down on innocent prey and demolishing them with the terrifying grip of his talons. 

Can children extend the dragon metaphor?


	Children to watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9hi_4GT35yc
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Warm up:  Display image of troll - pupils to brainstorm as many words as they can from the given image.  Facilitator to model at the same time.  Pupils will be encouraged to copy and share their ideas as well as underline with dots any words they struggle to spell – this will allow them free creativity whether or not they can spell a word

Pupils to now choose one of the features of the troll e.g. its nose and write it into a simile sentence.  T and LSA to do as well – continually modelling and supporting all pupils. 

 Repeat with metaphor sentence and personification sentence.  Remind pupils to up-level with different sentence openers.  Each time allowing pupils to share their sentences – if time is tight, allow them to share with their partner. 

Angrily the troll runs through the wood like a charging bull. ( simile)

Its eyes are dark pools of sadness. (metaphor) 

The troll’s ears stand to attention when he hears a noise. (personification)
	Children to perform share their lines.

	
	
	Main Activity
	

	
	
	Hard: Facilitator to draw the attention of the children to the silhouette of the human in front of the troll. Children pushed to use juxtaposition within figurative language.

Medium: Children pushed to use particularly well chosen comparisons for figurative language. Children to consider whether their choices are appropriate and how they affect the mood of a sentence.
Easiest: Children to create sentences using simile, Personification and metaphor to create an image.
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	Warm-Up/Stimulus


	SESSION 2

Introduction and Main Teaching
	Plenary

	
	 Starter

To create extended metaphors 
My teacher is like a dragon. 

Turn this into a metaphor by removing the word like. Now think about what dragons do and just extend the sentence further, e.g. 

My teacher is a dragon swooping around the room, hovering over his students, diving down on innocent prey and demolishing them with the terrifying grip of his talons. 

Can children extend the dragon metaphor?


	Input:

Recap the troll image from the previous day. Explain that in this lesson we will be using these previously generated ideas to create a poem. 

Facilitator to model this process to the children discussing word choices and their affect. How can we ensure our metaphors are in keeping with the mood? 
Additional input:
Explain the concept of symbolism, that characters can represent different things. What could the characters have represented? What did they mean?

Explain that Symbolism is used an awful lot in poetry. Discuss. What could a troll represent? How could our choice of metaphor and our description of it allude to this without being obvious.

Children to experiment with creating a poem about the troll using the troll to represent something. EG: Nature, War, Anger, The Earth, Fear etc.
	Children to perform share their poems.

	
	
	Main Activity
	

	
	
	Children pushed to use particularly well chosen comparisons for figurative language. Children to consider whether their choices are appropriate and how they affect the mood of a poem. Children create a troll poem with an appropriate mood.

Troll Challenges: 1) Can children use juxtaposition within their writing?

2) Can the children use symbolism? See additional input.

(Troll challenge cards are attached below)

	


Troll Challenge 1

To use juxtaposition within figurative language.

Remember juxtaposition is when we place two opposites side by side in order to emphasize their differences.

What can you put your troll near? Something small to emphasise his size? Something beautiful to emphasise his ugliness? Something innocent and kind to emphasise his cruelty?
Can you use metaphor to help describe this?

EG:

The men were ants scurrying around his titanic feet. 

· I have described the people using metaphor and created a juxtaposition between the men and the troll.

Or

The sun, a beautiful glowing disc, cast it’s light upon his wart ridden nose.

· I have used metaphor to describe the sun and created juxtaposition between the beauty of the sun and the troll’s lack of beauty.

Troll Challenge 2
To use symbolism within poetry
Symbolism is where a character or object in a poem represents a theme or idea.

What could the troll represent? How will you subtly get this message across to your audience?

Some ideas:

Nature, War, Anger, Loneliness, the Earth, Weather, Winter, Fear etc.
EG:


I have decided to have my troll represent loneliness. Let’s see how I do this through my description:

The silent statue waits upon a hillside.

Wind wraps around his tree trunk legs and wails mournfully through the arctic.

The lone soldier stands guard and stares blankly into the storm.

Crystal tears on rocky cheeks.
Or

What if I decided to have the troll represent anger?

Fury pumps through every vein.

Hands of iron grip tight.

Each footfall, an asteroid impacting with the earth.

Each roar, a battle cry.

The raw power of nature.






